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to Paris without any such mandate as an English Prime
Minister can obtain, under the conventions of a Parliamentary
Democracy, from a recent General Election. But only
experts in Comparative Politics understand that American
Democracy differs as fundamentally from English Democ-
racy as the French Republic differs from the Soviet Republic
in Russia. Nevertheless, though the error of the politicians
at Versailles was venial, its consequences were disastrous.
Yet it is easy to imagine the torrent of abuse that would

vliave been poured upon the heads of the peacemakers had
ifhey separated without an attempt to solve the problem that

*$bas baffled Europe for four centuries, and to devise some
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^'practical scheme for the organization of peace.  This matter,
' as a later chapter will disclose, had been widely discussed in
the United States before the war ended, and hardly less widely
in England.  All the great European wars since the sixteenth
century had been followed by similar, if more restricted,
i discussions, and statesmen and philosophers had been at
u pains to work out detailed plans for the solution of a problem
each succeeding war, or series of wars, has made more
more urgent. All those plans bear a close family resem-
ice to that which in 1919 was formulated at Versailles,
it not until 1919 was an attempt made to give practical
l^fffect to any theoretical Project of Peace. That the time was
|Pthen ripe, who, with the horrors of the war fresh upon them,
i could doubt?   If the fate of the experiment hangs at the
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I moment1 in the balance, that only affords an additional reason
; for an attempt to set forth the genesis of the problem, and to
| analyse the successive plans propounded for its solution.
|!;3Such is the object of the pages that follow.
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